
Hello small museum friends! 

Here is a list of some of the books and articles that I’ve read while 
researching small museum standards, accreditation, and how to tell good 
stories about small museums like ours. 

Enjoy! 
Doria 

Doria Hughes, Archivist & Collection Manager 
Rosemarie Beck Foundation 
www.rosemariebeck.org 
doriaaphughes@me.com 

Doria Hughes’ SMA 2024 reading list 

“Do Smaller Museums Better Serve Their Communities?” by Kelsey L. Petersen 
https://sites.tufts.edu/museumstudents/2019/04/26/do-smaller-museums-
better-serve-their-communities/ 

“Small Museums", by Orhan Pamuk

https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/20/t-magazine/small-museums.html 

“Small-town museums key to small-town success”, by Tim Mallon

Published Date: Feb 16, 2006
https://www.heritage-matters.ca/articles/small-town-museums-key-to-small-
town-success 

"Tiny museums with a massive vision”, by Kylie Ahern April 27, 2023

https://thebrilliant.com/case-studies/micro-museums/ 

“Why You Should Visit Smaller Museums”, by XINYI WAN September 15, 2018   
https://www.34st.com/article/2018/09/the-case-for-a-smaller-museum-
arts-philadelphia-institutions 

Candlin, Fiona. Micromuseology: An Analysis of Small Independent Museums. 
Bloomsbury Academic, An imprint of Bloomsbury Publishing Plc, 2016. 


Candlin, Fiona and Toby Butler. Stories from small museums.


https://sites.tufts.edu/museumstudents/author/kpeter12/
https://sites.tufts.edu/museumstudents/2019/04/26/do-smaller-museums-better-serve-their-communities/
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https://www.nytimes.com/2014/03/20/t-magazine/small-museums.html
https://www.heritage-matters.ca/articles/small-town-museums-key-to-small-town-success
https://www.heritage-matters.ca/articles/small-town-museums-key-to-small-town-success
https://thebrilliant.com/author/admin/
https://thebrilliant.com/case-studies/micro-museums/
https://www.34st.com/staff/xinyi_wan
https://www.34st.com/article/2018/09/the-case-for-a-smaller-museum-arts-philadelphia-institutions
https://www.34st.com/article/2018/09/the-case-for-a-smaller-museum-arts-philadelphia-institutions


Dall’Ara, Giancarlo. “Definizione di Piccolo Museo.” Associazione Nazionale 
Piccoli Musei, 28 Jan. 2016, www.piccolimusei.com/definizione- di-piccolo-
museo/


Dubé, Philippe. “View: Towards a New Generic Model for Small and Medium-
Sized Museums.” MUSE (Canadian Museums Association), vol. 19, no. 1, 2001, 
pp. 8-9. 


Thistle, Paul C. “Background on Problematic Standards for Small Museums.” 
Solving Task Saturation for Museum Workers, 13 Nov. 2019, 
solvetasksaturation.wordpress.com/ 2019/11/13/background-on-problematic-
standards-for-small-museums-for-future- application/.


Thistle, Paul C. “Ballooning Expectations: The Human Costs of Aspirations for 
Small Museum ‘Soaring.’” Solving Task Saturation for Museum Workers, 30 Nov. 
2019, solvetasksaturation.wordpress.com/2019/11/30/ballooning-expectations-
the-human-costs-of-aspirations-for-small-museum-soaring/


 
Thistle, Paul C. “AASLH ‘Small is Mighty’ Idea Misses the Point About Burnout.” 
Solving Task Saturation for Museum Workers, 28 Dec. 2020, 
solvetasksaturation.wordpress.com/ 2020/12/28/aaslh-small-is-mighty-idea-
misses-the-point-about-burnout/ 


Titman, Allison. “What Small Museums Need (& Don’t).” AAM, 20 June 2018, 
www.aam- us.org/2018/06/20/what-small-museums-need-dont/


Weil, Stephen. “Fighting Off Some Dry Rot, Woodworm, and Damp.” Museum 
News, American Association of Museums, 1986. Reprinted in Rethinking the 
Museum. Smithsonian, 1990, pp.7-25.


Weil, Stephen. “A Meditation on Small and Large Museums” Museum Studies 
Journal, Vol. 3, No 2, San Francisco: John F. Kennedy University Center for 
Museum Studies, 1988. Reprinted in Rethinking the Museum. Smithsonian, 
1990, pp. 27-41. 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