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Forging Connections in Exhibits

Leveraging Tough Stories and Primary Sources

to Engage Visitors with the Past
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Developing our exhibit Forging Ahead and Falling Behind

e About our site and interpretation
Looking ahead

Overview
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Forging Ahead
and Falling
Behind

Industrial Growth in
a Rural Community




Developing the Exhibition

Capacity. Individuals. Primary Sources.
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Inventory of Estate of Henry S. Overholt. 1862
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West Overton General Store Ledger. 1862






John Lloyd Shallenberger

Farmer
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Housekeeper:
Rebecca Kough
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How has industrialization improved your Ufe?
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Jacob Hauser was born in Wirttemberg, Germany
identity of his parents and siblings, remain unknown, He likely moved|
just after Abraham Overholt discovered coal on his farm.

11860, Jacob, his wife, Ursula, and their three young children were sh
‘They ived with the man who ran the malt house, Christian Haberly, |
immigrated from the same region of Germany, so they found camara
and maybe even knew each other before Immigrating to the US.

When Jacob Hauser dug coal at West Overton, coal mining wa:
time were farm mines, usually small outcroppings of coal just beneath

worked at Abraharmis new small farm mine, digging out d
.

The coalindustry vias growing rapicly n the 1840s and 16705, but Jacob chose a

different career Ho and Ursula moved to Mount Pleasant where he became

chicken farmer.When he died In 1904, Jacob ovined 70 chickens and 10 ducks,
.
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How has industrialization
improved your life?

How have machines
impacted your work?
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Guiding Questions & Observations

“How have machines impacted your “If all that survives of you in 150 years is a
life? credit card statement, what would

“How has industry improved your life?”  historians learn about you?”

“Where have you seen automation “Where have you seen large corporations
replace workers?” push out small business?”

“What are other consequences of
industry?”
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